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of Renaissance beauty, craft, and violence
did this splendid youth appear to be thai
the Malatesta, Baglioni, Medici paled beside
him. Caesar Borgia subdued Alexander VL
himself, as though he were a sardonic Mephisto
scorning the too-facile emotions of Faust.
In that world where Law and Gospel served
but as a two-edged sword of earthly dominion,
these men prospered. It was their hour, and
the power of darkness.

A regular drama now begins, falling into
three acts, which we might name Charles
VIII., Savonarola, Csesar Borgia. Over
against them lies the vast New World, touched
as in a dream by Columbus (October 12, 1492),
which Alexander in three several documents
assigned to Spain, subject to the rights of
any other Christian communities, and provided
that Portugal's monopoly of the African
coast was not infringed. The Borgia Pope
thus won for himself a place, where he is
still to be seen giving his award, on the great
gates of the Capitol at Washington. He was
acting as Catholic tradition warranted. But
Italy, too, had become a New World, abound-
ing in treasures of civilization, tempting the less
favoured peoples, or at least their sovereigns,
to make of it a prey. France, consolidated